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SAFETY  AT  HOME 

"Safe,  safe  at  home",  the  mariner  sang  in  an  old  song*  "but 
is  home  really  so  safe?    The  National  Safety  Council  says  that  in  a  single 
year  23  thousand  persons  are  killed  and  nearly  3  million  are  injured  in 
home  accidents,  many  resulting  from  carelessness  or  neglect. 

More  accidents  are  caused  "by  falls  than  anything  else. 
Next  come  "burns,  scalds,  and  explosions,  then  asphyxiation  and  suffocation. 
Poisons,  cuts,  and  scratches  also  take  their  toll.    Few  of  these  last  can 
"be  anticipated,  but  some  of  them  would  not  happen  if  all  household  equip- 
ment were  overhauled  and  made  safe  to  use,  if  shelves  were  put  up  for 
storing  poisons  or  dangerous  materials,  if  windows  and  doors  were  checked 
for  easy  operation. 

These  winter  weeks  are  a  good  time  to  take  a  look  about  the 

home  for  possible  hazards  and  to  correct  them.   

(Engineering  or  home  mgt, 

—  >  ,  has  some  suggestions  for  the  man  who  is  handy  with 

spec.)  (title) 
hammer  and  saw. 

Some  of  the  stairway  falls  could  be  averted  if  there  were  a 
strong  handrail  the  length  of  the  flight.    Falls  are  more  common  on  stairs 
that  are  badly  lighted.     It  may  be  possible  to  put  in  a  window  or  two-way 
switches  at  the  top  and  bottom  of  such  a  flight.     Most  people  who  have  young 
children  put  up  baby  gates  at  the  top  of  the  stairs.     But  often  children,  too 
young  to  walk,  climb  up  a  flight  of  stairs  nearly  to  the  top  and  then  topple 
backward.     Top  and  bottom  gates  would  be  better. 
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-  2  -  (Safety  at  home) 

Putting  things  on  the  top  or  bottom  step  to  "be  carried  down 
or  up  "by  the  next  person  going  that  way,  used  to  "be  recommended  as  a  good 
step-saving  idea.    And  it  is,  except  that  from  the  standpoint  of  safety  it 
is  a  poor  plan  to  use  the  step,  for  people  are  likely  to  stumble  over  such 
articles  before  they  see  them.    A  small  shelf  or  table  at  the  landing  would 
serve  the  same  purpose  and  would  be  safer. 

On  the  cellar  stairs  it  is  a  good  idea  to  paint  the  bottom 
step  white,  and  to  provide  for  illumination.     Outside  the  house,  steps  to 
porches  and  doorways  are  exposed  to  rain  and  dampness.     They  may  not  reveal 
a  rotted  condition  until  someone  has  had  a  bad  fall  or  a  wrenched  ankle. 
Frequent  inspection  and  prompt  repair  when  needed  would  avoid  trouble* 

Toys,  cleaning  tools,  and  other  articles  left  on  the  floor 
also  cause  falls.     This  hazard  may  be  due  to  lack  of  well-planned  storage 
places  and  again  offers  a  chance  for  winter  work  making  the  house  more 
convenient  and  safer. 

If  the  house  does  not  own  a  sturdy  stepladder,  now  is  the  time 
to  buy  or  make  one.     Too  many  falls  are  caused  by  standing  on  teetery  chairs 
or  shaky  boxes  set  on  chairs  to  dust,  change  light  bulbs,  or  hang  pictures  or 
curtains. 

Another  common  kind  of  fall  that  always  seems  ludicrous  but  may 
be  quite  serious  is  a  fall  in  the  bathtub.    A  strong  hand-hold  on  the  wall  helps 
to  steady  the  user  when  getting  in  or  out. 

There  seems  no  excuse  for  a  fall  out  of  an  upper-story  window, 
yet  one  occasionally  hears  of  an  accident  of  this  sort.    Metal  screens, 
properly  installed,  will  usually  protect  children  from  such  accidents  and  at 
the  same  time  will  keep  out  flies  and  mosquitoes, 
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